68       ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE
commercial decadence was not an independent phenomenon
at Byzantium; it was the consequence of that economic
decadence, the causes of which will be summarized in the
concluding section of this chapter.
V. CONCLUSION
From the fifth to the end of the twelfth century the Byzan-
tine Empire was indisputably the richest and most populous
State in Christendom. Its prosperity was due in a large
measure to its population, which was composed of citizens
who were perhaps lacking in the political spirit, too much
given to religious controversies and civil strife, but, on the
other hand, were good heads of families, well endowed with
the spirit of business enterprise, attracted by arts and com-
merce—in one word, marked by the virtues, as well as by the
defects, of the Greek race. But this prosperity was equally
due to the State, which took measures, often efficacious,
against depopulation, or for the protection of small land-
owners or for the encouragement of industry and commerce.
It was out of the combined efforts of Government and people
that there grew again and again that wealth which, with the
multitude of sacred relics, was what most impressed the
foreign visitor. When Robert de Clari assures us that 'two-
thirds of the world's wealth is to be found at Constantinople',
when so many other travellers use the same, or nearly the
same, expressions, and even cite details as to the wealth of
various provinces,1 doubtless they are exaggerating, but at
least they attest that the richest Christian State of the West
appeared poor in comparison with the Empire of the East.
In the following chapter we shall see that the Byzantines
themselves had the feeling that this national wealth, from
which the public Treasury could draw sums that were
enormous for those times, constituted one of the principal
forces of their country.
1 When, for instance, John Brompton and Arnold of Ltibeck affirmed that the
public revenues of Corfu and of Cyprus, toward the close of the twelfth century,
amounted annually to 1,620,000 and 7,560,000 gold francs, respectively, they
implied that the inhabitants of those islands had an annual income much larger
than these sums, which to-day would have an infinitely greater (perhaps quintuple)
purchasing value.

